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Abstract of JP9167233 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To discriminate 
with high accuracy plural Image areas having 
different properties of the character, photo and 
graphic areas, etc., from each other, in a 
document image that has its unknown format 
and unknown document input direction 
respectively. SOLUTION: The black 
connection component is extracted out of the 
document image inputted via an image input 
part 1 and assigned to a photo area extraction 
part 3, a graphic area extraction part 4 or a 
character area extraction area 5 according to 
the circumscribed rectangle size of the 
extracted component. Each of these areas 3 to 
5 extracts an image area accordant with its 
property, and if the spatial overlapping is 
detected with its property, and if the spatial 
overlapping is detected among the areas 
extracted by the parts 3 to 5, an area 
overlapping dissolution part 6 extracts a 
combination based on the exclusive and 
coexistent relating among the areas 3 to 5. 
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